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All,the World’s a Stage, 
And all the Men and Women, merely Players. 


Shakefp. 


When we daily fee fo many Men act amifs, can we 


entertain any Doubt that a good PROMPTER és wanting ? 
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TursDay, NOVEMBER 12. 1734. 





OSS UST OM has made it neceffary 
} ® fora Writer, who aims at the En- 


) is Readers, ({ mean in this humble 
aiinG=e@ ‘cialf-fheet way) to aflume a Cha- 


ratéer, either illuftrious or obfcure, 
either heroic Or TUGICrouUS 5 ~~, +o 


vexprefs the common Intention better, fuch ‘a Cha- 
-racter as is moft able to excite Curiofity, raife 


Mirth, and procure Attention. So that a modern 
Author, like an ancient Pilgrim, as foon as. he fets 
out, muft take up fome Sobriquet, or mock Name, 
if he hopes to come quietly to the End of his 
Journey. 


CoNVINCED of this, before I fatdown to form 
Leffons for the Publick, I fpent fome time in 
Search of a Title to appear under: But fo many 
have travell’d before me in this Road, that I found 


it almoft impoffible to fix upon one, which [ 


might properly call my own. I believe it muft 
occur to the Memory of every Reader, that even 
the Subjects, which farnith thefe kinds of Effays, 
are not more exhaufted, than the Titles, which 
adorn them. 


I tay long under this Difficulty; and indeed it 
was fo heavy, that I had for fome time almoft laid 


afide my Purpofe ; till at length, my Love for 


Theatrical Entertainments, which frequently led 
me to the Playhoufes, gave me an Opportunity of 
extricating my felf. In one of my Walks behind 
the Scenes, while I had this Matter full in my 
Head, I obferved, an humble, but ufeful Officer, 
ftanding in a Corner, and attentively perufing a 
Book, which lay before him ; he never forfook his 
Poft, but, like a General in the Field, had many 
Aid de Camps about him, whom he difpatched with 
his Orders; and I could perceive, that tho’ he 
feemed not te command, yer all his Inftructions 


were poe complied with, and that in the 
modeft Character of ‘an Advifer, he had the whole 
Management, and Direétion of that little Common- 
wealth. I enquired into his Name and Office, and 
was inform’d, that he was THE PROMPTER. 


I] BLEstT my Stars for my fortunate Curiofity. 


We have had. faid I to my felf, Diéetors and 
Cenjorsy wtonitors art. 5 t carry 
Prefumption and Arrogance in the : 

But fince the Analogy is: in all 


between the Stage and the World; what Character 


und © 


is fo proper, fo modeft, fo pertinent, for an humble > 


Advifer, as THE PROMPTER 


But in order to give my Readers a higher Idea 
of the Dignity of this Character, I muft take the 
Liberty of being a little more particular in the 
Defcription of his Office ; and when I have fhewn 
them, that he, without ever appearing on the Stage 
himfelf, has fome Influence over every thing, that 
is tranfacted upon it, I doubt not, but they will all 
agree with Cato, that the Pojt of Honour is a pri- 
vate Station. . 


_ To proceed then, He ftands in a Corner, unfeen 
and unobferved by the Audience, but diligently at- 
tended to by every one, who plays aPart; yet, tho” 
he finds them all very obfervant of him, he prefumes 
nothing upon his own Capacity ; he has a Book be- 
fore him, from which he delivers his Advice and 
Inftrutions. From this Part of his Condu@, a 
very good Moral is to be drawn, which, I hope, I 


fhall never be fo forgetful of, as to be accufed of 
talking without Book. 


He takes particular Care, not only to fupply 
thofe, that are owt in their Parts, with Hints and 
Directions, proper to fet them right ; bit alfo, by 
way of Caution, drops Words to thofé, who are 
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perfect, with an Intention to st them from going 
wrong. I have often obferved the moit expert 
and couragious Generals tremble thro’ Fear of 
rifling. his {nftructions, and the wifeft of Monarchs 
lend him an attentive Ear. I have feen the mer- 
rieft of Mortals not dare to crack a Joke, till he 
ave them the Cue, and the moft defpairing of 
Rivers refrain from Sighs and Tears, till they had 
his Permiffion to be miferable. I have feen a dif- 
contented Statefman hufh Sedition, at his Nod ; 
and a very habile Prime Minifter, not able to pay 
- Penfions without his Advice and Concurrence. In 
fhort, I have feen fo much, that I fhall not hefitate 
to pronounce him, A Director of the Ignorant, a 
Comforter of the. Aflicted, a Terror to the Evil 

Actor, and a Counfellor to the Counfellors of Kings. 

+ 


I HAVE already taken notice of the Scouts, and 
Meffengers, which attend him ; by difpatching one 
of thefe, he can, at a Minute’s Warning, bring the 
greateft Characters of Antiquity, or the pleafanteft 
of the prefent tiaes, upon the Stage, for the Im- 
provement or Diverfion of the Audience. I men- 
tion this here again, becaufe ’tis a Part of his Con~' 
duct, which I intend ftrictly to imitate. 


AMonG-his Inffrumenta Regni, his Implements 
of G@Vernment, I have taken particular Notice of 
little Bell, which hangs over his Arm: By the. 
inkling of this Bell, if a Lady in Tragedy be in 
the Spleen for the Abfence of her Lover, or a Hero 
in the Dumps for the Lofs of a Battle, he can con- 
jure up foft Matick to footh their DiftrefS ; nay, if 
a Wedding happens in a Comedy, he can fummon 
up the Fidlers to difpel Care by a Country Dance. 
1 muft inform my Readers, that I have procured 
an emblemarical Bell for thefe Purpofes, and that 
whenever any of thefe Misfortunes fhall befal them, 
{ can call up a mufical Spirit of Chearfulnefs, and 
make them as merry, as is confiftent with the old 
Proverb. 
<p 
i : : wviitle;) 
WN rE Rogie he Neck: This is an Inftru- 
of great Ule and Significance : I won’r fay 
but the Sound of a Boatfwain’s Whiftle may be 
fometimes more terrible; but I am fure, it cannot 
be more punctually obeyed. Dr. Fauffus’s cele- 
brated Wand has not a more arbitrary and exten- 
five Power, than this mufical Machine: At the 
leaft Blaft of it, I have feen Houfes move, as it 
were, upon Wings, Cities turned into Forefts, and 
dreary Defarts converted into fuperb Palaces: I 
have feen an Audience removed, in a Moment, from 
Britain to Fapan, and the frozen Mountains of 
Zembla refembling the funny Vales of Arabia Felix : 
I have feen Heaven and Earth pafs away, and 
Chaos enfue, and from thence a new Creation 
arife, fair and blooming, as the Poet’s Fancy ; and 
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all by the powerful magic Influence of this Wonde <| 246. 
working Whiitle. No body will be furprized, af par. 
this, to hear, that [ have made ufe cf ali my Ib, -}-ax 
reft, to procure from the ingenious Mr. Chetwoa. | Xe” 
an aitefted Copy of this marvellous Inftrument, L.  y@ 
virtue of which, and fome Directions from th: 3¢ 
eminent Adept, I fhall be able to prefent my Readers; + 
with a never-failing Variety of Objects. ie | 





THus qualified, and fired by fuch Examples, ¥) 3, 
enter, boldly, upon my Province. The Comparifi . ax 
between the World and the Stage will hold in ¢'Jis 
Points: I could go thro’ with ir, if it were not. * 
too old to be repeated, as well as too certain to be x 
doubted : Therefore, when we daily fee fo many ¥, 
entertain any Doubt, the 
a good PROMPTER is wanting? I will do m 
beft to make up for that Defect, by clofely im:- -: 
tating that worthy Officer at the Play-houfe. I thal’ i. 
give the Word impartially to every Performer, from | 5 
the Peafant to the Prince, from the Milk-maid tu-\ o 
her Majefty 5. every Part, whether Male or Female, ' 
ferious or humorous, high or low, fhall be care-., 


fully and equally prompted. + 


Nor can I think it any Difhonour, fince tt 
Stage has fo long been tranfcribing the World, th. 
the World fhould now make .Reprifals, and leo: 
as freely into the Theatres. ——~ Let their Manage” 
therefore be upon their Guard ; and their Depex 4 
dents, Tragic or Comic, take good heed to the’: 1. 
Parts, fince there is, from this Day forward, arite.z 
aPROMPTER, without Doors, who hath a Cat-cali, 3 
as well as a Whiftle ; and, whenever the Players. 
grow flat, will himfelf make bold to be mufical. 
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Now if, after what I have faid, any of my) - 
Readers fhould be ftill of Opinion, that I have} 
chofen too humble a Chara¢ter, let them remem-} 5 
ber, that Travellers who go imcog. may take y.’ eS 
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Ap iow-they~pleatt; and are never the worf 
pany. Lec mealfo inform them from Hifto: 
that a Prince of a Royal Houfe undertook a P: * -! 
grimage to Ferufalem, under the humble Name ¢ * 3u 
Planta Genifte (which his illuftrious Succeffors af- = 
terwards aflum’d for their Surname, and were proud! * 
to be called Plamtagenets) that is, in plain Eglifh, 
neither better nor worfe than Mr. Broomftick. L} 
mention this, not without fome Tincture of fecret | 
Pride : As I have the Honour to be a Broomftick 
my felf, by Paternal Defcent, from a Stock of ims | »- 
memorial Antiquity, tranfplanted from a Mountain - 
in Scotland, at leaft as ancient as Ararat. L, i 
wou'd have the Great, whom I may fee Caufe to | 
prompt in their Parts, take due Notice of this, that | - 
they may know, I am Gentleman enough to be. 
wife in Right of my <4aceftors, and not neglect my | 
Inftructions, as the good Senfe of an Upffart, too 
obfcure to deferve Notice. | 
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AUTHOR are taken in. 
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